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A  Call  to  Prayer. 

IRemember  in  fcail^  prater,  also  in  tbe 
Sanctuary  and  pra^ers=meetingt  tbe  Bmeri* 
can  :JEoarfc  of  Commissioners  for  ^Foreign 
Missions,  wbose  fields  are  located  in 
twenty  important  centers  of  influence 
among  tbe  unex>angeli3eD. 

i  Special  Requests, 

1.  Pray  that  the  missionaries,  539  in  number,  may 

be  blessed  in  their  prayerful,  self-sacrificing, 
and  persevering  efforts  to  tell  of  Christ. 

2.  Pray  for  the  native  helpers,  3,000  in  number, 

that  they  may  be  kept  in  steadfast  faith  as 
they  minister  in  the  gospel  to  their  own 
people. 

3.  Pray    for  the  churches  and  schools,  that  they 

may  realize  their  great  importance  as  light- 
bearers  in  a  dense  darkness. 

4.  Pray  for  the  officers  and  Prudential  Committee 

of  the  Board  that  they  may  be  specially 
guided  in  the  conduct  of  the  work  by  the 
Spirit  of  God. 

5.  Pray  that  the  influence  of  this  work  may  be 

felt  in  all  the  home  churches,  leading  every 
one  to  make  larger  efforts  to  adequately 
support  the  Board. 

6.  Pray  that  God  will  now  pour  out  His  Spirit 

upon  all  flesh,  that  all  the  ends  of  the  earth 
may  see  the  salvation  of  our  God. 
"  It  is  not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit, 
saith  the  Lord." 

When  ye  pray  say  :*  "  Thy  Kingdom  come." 


THE 

STORY  OF  THE  YEAR  1899. 


The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
Foreign  Missions. 


It  has  seemed  to  us  that  the  friends  of  the 
American  Board  will  be  glad  to  welcome  the 
story  of  some  of  the  events  and  experiences 
of  the  year  that  has  now  passed.  It  has 
been  a  year  of  much  promise  and  encour- 
agement, particularly  on  the  mission  fields. 
It  is  difficult  to  tell  the  story  of  such  a  work 
as  our  foreign  missionary  enterprise  in  a  brief 
space,  but  the  hints  will,  we  are  sure,  be  of 
service. 


THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT* 

The  work  of  the  American  Board  is,  for 
convenience,  divided  into  two  departments  — 
the  Home  and  the  Foreign.  The  one  relates 
to  the  interests  in  connection  with  the  home 
churches  and  the  maintenance  of  the  work. 
The  other  relates  to  the  care  of  the  work  on 
the  fields. 


It  is  gratifying  to  relate  that  somewhat 
over  three  hundred  more  churches  contrib- 
uted to  the  work  of  the  Board  this  year  than 
last.  It  has  long  been  the  desire  and  effort 
of  the  Board  to  secure  a  gift  from  every 
church.  The  contributions  from  the  churches 
and  individuals  were  in  excess  of  the  previ- 
ous year  by  nearly  §60,000.  This  is  encour- 
aging too,  and  for  it  we  are  grateful. 

The  contributions  from  the  Endeavor 
Societies  increased  over  the  previous  year  by 
nearly  §2,060.  The  Endeavorers  are  alert 
in  every  good  word  and  work. 

It  is  a  cause  of  much  solicitude  that  only 
710  of  the  Congregational  Sunday-schools  of 
the  land  contributed  to  our  work.  We  are 
grateful  to  these  for  putting  into  the  treasury 
above  §11,000.  Because  of  these  conditions 
the  Board  at  its  annual  meeting  at  Provi- 
dence instructed  the  Prudential  Committee 
to  provide  a  special  Sunday-school  Mission- 
ary Day  in  January,  on  which  day  it  is 
requested  that  every  school  make  an  offering 
to  the  work.  The  day  which  has  thus  been 
set  apart  is  January  21,  1900.  Why  may  we 
not  secure  §50,000  from  the  Sunday-schools? 

Since  the  first  of  June  21  new  missionaries 
have  been  sent  to  the  field.  This  is  a  happy 
indication  of  interest.  Of  this  number  seven- 
teen reported  themselves  as  Student  Vol- 
unteers. Others  are  applying  for  service 
and  for  others  we  are  now  searching.  We 
need  two  or  three  especially  trained.  They 
must  be  persons  of  particular  qualifications. 

One  of  the  pleasantest  occasions  of  the 
year  was  the  day  set  apart  for  a  "  farewell 
service  "  to  missionaries  who  were  about  to 


return  to  their  several  fields  of  labor,  and 
some  of  them  going  for  the  first  time.  The 
number  of  these  was  sixty-four,  and  a  large 
audience  gathered  in  Pilgrim  Hall  in  the 
new  Congregational  building  to  catch  inspir- 
ation from  their  words  of  hope  and  purpose. 
"What  strength  and  refreshment  they  will 
give  to  the  weary  workers  abroad  !  Would 
that  their  number  could  be  increased  many 
fold  !  " 

It  came  as  a  great  shock,  the  death  of  the 
President  of  the  Board,  the  Rev.  Charles  M. 
Lamson,  d.d.  Elected  but  two  years  ago  to 
this  honorable  office,  he  had  already  gained  a 
large  place  in  the  affection  of  the  friends  of 
missions.  His  heart  was  in  the  great  com- 
mission of  our  Lord.  His  death  seemed  an 
irreparable  loss  to  the  churches. 

In  the  providence  of  God,  and  under  his 
guidance,  a  layman  was  elected  as  President 
of  the  Board,  at  Providence.  There  is  no 
person  better  known  to  the  constituency  of 
the  Board  than  the  new  President,  Samuel 
B.  Capfen,  one  of  Boston's  esteemed  busi- 
ness men.  His  election  will  be  the  guaran- 
tee that,  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  the 
Board  will  be  carried  on  in  business  ways. 
Its  credit  in  all  the  world  will  stand  at  the 
highest,  and  bankers  will  continue  to  give 
unlimited  credit  in  the  transaction  of  its 
great  business  for  the  kingdom. 

There  was  one  disappointment  last  year. 
It  was  hoped  that  the  legacies  would  not 
fall  behind  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years.  Instead  of  this,  there  was  a  shrink- 
age below  the  average  of  more  than  $65,000. 
There  was  a  decrease  from  the  previous  year 


of  $85,000.  It  was  impossible  to  overcome 
this  large  decrease.  It  is  clear  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  shrinkage  in  legacies,  a  matter 
over  which  the  officers  and  constituency  of 
the  Board  have  no  control,  the  debt  of  last 
year  would  have  been  very  nearly  wiped  out. 
Efforts  are  being  made,  in  accordance 
with  suggestions  from  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittee, that  in  some  way  plans  be  devised 
to  equalize  this  account  by  dividing  lega- 
cies, and  let  them  be  spread  over  a  term 
of  years.  Concerning  this  suggestion,  Dr. 
Lucian  C.  Warner  reported  from  the  Treas- 
ury Committee  as  follows  :  — 

It  is  hardly  feasible,  however,  to  put  such  a 
plan  into  operation  while  we  have  a  large  debt 
unpaid.  We  would  therefore  offer  the  follow- 
ing:— 

Resolution,  That  the  Prudential  Committee 
be  instructed  to  arrange  its  budget  for  the  com- 
ing year  on  the  basis  of  estimated  legacies  of 
$100,000,  and  that  all  receipts  from  legacies  in 
excess  of  this  amount,  together  .with  alUspecial 
gifts  for  the  debt,  be  applied  on  the  debt  until 
it  is  extinguished. 

On  the  basis  of  our  expenditure  for  last  year, 
this  plan  would  require  an  increase  from  living 
donors  of  $48,246,  or  about  nine  per  cent.  The 
receipts  of  the  past  two  years  show  that  gifts 
for  missionary  work  are  on  the  increase,  last 
year  that  increase  being  eleven  per  cent.  In 
view  of  the  increased  prosperity  of  the  country 
and  the  increased  interest  in  missions,  it  seems 
to  us  not  unreasonable  to  expect  a  further  in- 
crease this  year  of  nine  per  cent.  If  this  can  be 
accomplished,  the  situation  is  saved.  Our  con- 
stituency is  apparently  ready  to  respond  to  a 
forward  movement  in  the  missionary  cause.     Let 


us  not  stifle  this  feeling  and  thwart  this  move- 
ment by  discouragement  over  a  debt  which  is 
due  to  the  accident  of  varying  legacies,  rather 
than  to  any  lack  of  response  from  living  donors  ; 
but  let  us  rather  emphasize  the  encouragement 
which  the  facts,  rightly  interpreted,  justify,  and 
let  us  go  forward  with  increased  gifts  for  in- 
creased work,  leaving  the  debt  to  be  paid  from 
that  variable  source  of  income  which  is  chiefly 
responsible  for  its  being  incurred. 

This  is  a  very  important  statement  and 
one  that  calls  for  the  hearty  cooperation  of 
the  churches.  It  requires  an  advance  in  our 
regular  contributions  of  at  least  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  over  last  year.  We  have  a  feel- 
ing that  the  friends  of  missions  will  sustain 
this  proposal. 

The  Forward  Movement  inaugurated  last 
year  is  continued  this  year  under  an  Advisory 
Committee,  with  Mr.  Wishard  as  its  special 
representative.  Mr.  Wishard  is  a  specialist 
in  the  work  of  foreign  missions,  having 
visited  most  of  our  mission  fields.  It  is  the 
aim  of  this  movement  to  enlist  churches  and 
individuals  in  the  support  of  particular  mis- 
sionaries of  the  Board.  The  efforts  of  Mr. 
Wishard  have  met  with  excellent  success  in 
every  church  visited,  and  also  in  connection 
with  a  number  of  conferences,  where  the 
ministers  and  others  have  been  stimulated  to 
new  efforts. 

It  was  a  most  stirring  session  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  when  nineteen  Student 
Volunteers  were  upon  the  platform,  telling 
the  great  audience  their  hopes  in  regard  to 
missionary  work.  We  have  a  feeling  that 
these  young  men  will  be  at  the  front  in  the 


near  future.  The  young  men  and  women  are 
ready  to  go  and  the  churches  must  be  ready 
tc  send.  The  appeal  of  these  students  has 
in  it  an  emphatic  must. 

The  year  has  been  memorable  in  that  we 
have  received  visits  from  friends  both  from 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  Japan,  as  delegates 
to  the  International  Council.  These  friends 
represented  the  best  results  of  the  missionary 
work.  It  was  a  most  impressive  scene  when 
they  stood  before  us  in  the  annual  meeting 
and  uttered  words  like  these  :  — 


We  feel  greatly  indebted  to  your  country  for 
our  recent  development.  It  was  your  Commo- 
dore Perry  who  opened  this  hermit  nation  to 
foreign  commerce.  It  was  your  Townsend 
Harris  who  first  taught  us  in  International  Law. 
It  was  your  Dr.  Verbeck  who  planned  for  our 
public  school  system.  When  we  come  to  think 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  in  Japan  it  was  your 
missionaries  who  made  special  effort  to  give  us 
higher  education  and  made  us  see  that  the  self- 
supporting  system  is  the  best  for  Japan.  The 
first  church  was  organized  with  eleven  members 
twenty-five  years  ago.  But  see  !  Now  we  have 
seventy-two  churches  with  over  10,000  Chris- 
tians. They  have  their  own  home  missionary 
society  supported  by  themselves.  Do  you  call 
this  a  failure?  Our  churches  are  greatly  revived. 
The  prospect  is  very  bright.  (Pastor  T.  Miya- 
gawa,  Osaka.) 

Beloved  fathers,  beloved  missionaries,  brother 
and  fellow  wrorker  in  the  cause  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  I  bring  to  you  the  greeting  of 
one  of  the  youngest  and  fairest  daughters  of 
Uncle  Sam  —  and  may  I  add,  to  my  fellow  citi- 
zens. The  '•  old  Glory "  is  floating  over  the 
mountain,  the  valley,  and  the  people  of  my 
mother-land.     It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  mix  with 


your  people  and  receive  a  blessing  from  them. 
After  eighty  years  of  work  in  Hawaii  by  this 
Board,  a  fair  land  and  nation,  by  the  help  of 
God  and  the  help  of  the  missionaries  both,  is 
civilized.     (Rev.  Mr.  Desha,  Hilo,  H.  I.) 


The  Missionary  Herald  has  taken  on  a 
new  form  this  past  year  and  is  a  most  attrac- 
tive magazine  of  missionary  information.  It 
is  an  absolute  necessity  for  one  who  would  be 
familiar  with  the  work  of  the  Board.  The 
subscription  price  has  been  reduced  to 
seventy-five  cents  a  year,  or  in  clubs  of  ten 
or  more  at  fifty  cents  a  year.  It  is  a  good 
service  to  help  extend  its  circulation. 

We  invite  calls  for  our  literature.  We 
have  noted  with  pleasure  the  exceptionally 
large  calls  this  past  year.  It  is  a  good  sign 
of  increasing  interest.  The  Mission  Day- 
spring  is  a  beautiful  paper  for  the  children. 
In  passing  we  mention  the  Life  and  Light, 
published  by  the  Woman's  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, and  Mission  Studies,  published  by  the 
Woman's  Board  of  the  Interior.  They  are 
of  the  greatest  value  in  their  departments. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  work  of  the 
Home  Department  has  seen  a  year  of  toil 
and  solicitude,  brightened  by  many  hopes 
and  joys.  Friends  of  the  Board  have  been 
loyal  to  the  common-service  for  the  Master. 
There  have  been  disappointments  during  the 
year  in  which  we  have  all  shared,  but  the 
year  has  brought  one  message  to  us  which 
we  pass  on.  It  came  from  the  venerable  Dr. 
Cyras  Hamlin,  when  he  said  :  "  I  wish  to 
impress,  if  possible,  upon  your  minds  one 
fact,  that  most  of  the  events  that  I  had  sup- 


posed  at  the  time  to  be  disastrous  were  nec- 
essary to  the  progress  of  the  gospel,  and  were 
really  blessings  in  disguise.  Now  let  us  trust 
in  God  i  let  us  believe  that  he  will  bring  it 
right  and  we  shall  rejoice  in  the  end." 


THE  FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 

There  is  never  a  time  that  the  American 
Board  is  not  facing  some  special  and  diffi- 
cult problem  on  the  foreign  field.  This  last 
year  has  not  been  an  exception.  There  have 
been  hard  problems  in  Japan,  in  India,  in  Tur- 
key, and  in  the  Pacific  Islands.  We  expect 
them  and  we  have  divine  guidance  in  them. 
Need  we  dwell  upon  them  ?  Not  essentially  in 
this  review.  It  has  been  a  year  of  many  en- 
couraging events ;  seldom  has  a  year  been 
more  so. 

The  Spirit  of  Revival. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  accessions  to  the 
churches  on  profession  of  faith  are  larger 
than  in  any  previous  year  of  the  Board. 
This  indicates  that  the  revival  spirit  has  been 
abroad  and  that  it  has  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree  touched  all  our  missions. 

Mexico  is  a  land  especially  susceptible  to 
evangelistic  work.  In -large  regions  there  are 
no  religious  leaders  of  any  kind.  There  are 
now  sixty  places  where  religious  worship  is 
held  in  connection  with  our  mission. 

The  great  interest  in  the  Austrian  Mission 
gathers  around  the  125  conversions  and  ac- 
cessions to  our  churches.  The  newest 
church  in  Vienna  has  had  exceptional  bless- 


ing.  With  our  one  missionary  are  asso- 
ciated ten  preachers  and  twelve  evangelists 
and  Bible  readers.  They  work  in  fifteen 
important  stations  and  twenty-five  subordi- 
nate stations.  "God  has  blessed  us  beyond 
expectation." 

There  has  been  no  loss  to  the  work  in 
Spain,  that  is  appreciable,  because  of  the  war 
with  that  country,  now  happily  of  the  past. 
Our  missionaries  have  come  to  be  trusted 
and  known. 

To  the  churches  of  Micronesia  were  added 
771  members  on  confession  of  faith.  The 
lamented  Mrs.  Logan  in  a  letter  from  that  far- 
off  land  wrote  :  "  We  have  had  a  hopeful, 
happy  year,  and  the  schools  have  been  large 
and  the  scholars  interested  and  earnest." 

In  the  Gilbert  Islands  are  now  twenty-five 
native  preachers,  self-supporting,  who  minis- 
ter in  the  gospel  to  2,500  people  weekly. 
There  are  large  numbers  in  the  Sunday- 
schools  studying  the  Word  of  God. 

Happy  reports  come  from  ML  Selinda,  the 
newest  station  of  the  Board  in  Africa.  An 
excellent  company  of  candidates  for  the 
church  are  reported  this  year.  Care  is  exer- 
cised in  these  matters.  It  is  interesting  to 
know  that  they  are  able  now  to  read  and  so 
understand  the  meaning  of  the  Christian  life. 

Unusual  revival  interests  are  reported  this 
year  in  West  Africa  at  Chisamba,  Kamun- 
dongo,  and  Bailundu.  This  has  resulted  in 
especially  large  congregations,  and  occasioned 
the  writing  of  most  hopeful  letters  to  the 
office  of  "  remarkable  religious  awakening." 

"  Praise. the  Lord  for  the  work  he  is  doing 
in  these  remote  unknown  olaces  !  "     Such  is 


the  glad  exclaim  from  the  Zulu  Mission  after 
a  tour  with  the  evangelist  through  some 
of  the  out-of-the-way  places  in  that  country. 
From  kraal  to  kraal,  in  the  homes  of  some 
of  Afric's  chiefs,  in  chapel  and  school  the 
gospel  has  been  preached.  At  Amanzimtote, 
Ifafa,  and  Ifumi  marked  awakenings  have 
occurred.  At  the  latter  place  thirty  new  can- 
didates were  presented  for  church  member- 
ship. 

Despite  the  troubles  which  have  been  in 
Turkey,  the  interests  which  gather  around 
the  Master's  work  have  not  been  lessened, 
but  rather  increased.  Religious  awakenings 
are  noted  in  connection  with  many  of  the 
schools.  The  tours  of  men  like  Dr.  Farns- 
worth,  Mr.  Browne,  and  Mr.  Sanders  are  full 
of  the  revival  spirit.  The  story  of  Dr.  Bar- 
num's  forty  years  of  service,  told  in  a  recent 
Missionary  Herald,  is  truly  wonderful. 
These  are  words  from  Aintab  :  — 


Friday,  in  an  after-meeting  of  those  ready  to 
work  among  their  fellows,  thirty-six  signified  that 
they  took  each  a  definite  individual  to  seek  to 
bring  to  Christ.  Saturday  there  were  forty  de- 
siring to  join  the  prayer  groups.  Yesterday  at 
the  noon  hour,  four  boys  responded  to  the  invi- 
tation to  those  desiring  help  in  becoming  Chris- 
tians to  come  to  the  house  and  talk  the  matter 
over.  Including  these  there  were  eight  who 
desired  to  join  the  groups.  For  all  these  things 
we  give  the  glory  to  the  Lord,  who  has  wrought 
by  his  Spirit.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  year 
the  boys  have  been  expectant.  We  have  prayed 
that  God  might  pour  out  his  Spirit,  and  we  real- 
ize how  little  has  been  due  to  our  efforts.  At 
the  same  time  there  has  been  a  movement 
among  the  young  people  of  the  second  church. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  week  forty  rose  for 
prayers. 

India  has  its  story  of  woe  and  joy.  Our 
pities  go  out  to  this  country,  coming  for  the 
third  successive  year  under  the  stress  of 
terrible  famine.  The  love,  help,  and  sympa- 
thy of  the  missionary  have  had  their  effect  in 
winning  the  people  to  the  religion  of  love. 
In  the  Marathi  Mission  during  the  past  two 
years  accessions  have  been  larger  than  in  any 
years  in  the  history  of  the  mission.  Inquir- 
ies have  been  many,  and  the  native  preachers 
have  been  most  effective  in  their  efforts  and 
faithful  to  their  work.  In  the  Madura  Mis- 
sion, Arrupokotti  has  been  blessed  with 
accessions  every  month.  Many  new  villages 
have  been  open,  and  in  them  thirty  to  forty 
souls  have  come  into  touch  with  the  new 
iaith.  In  five  such  villages  are  250  souls 
reached. 

The  world's  interest  gathers  around  China 
at  this  time.  The  missions  are  prospered 
too,  and  the  Christian  statesman  may  .look 
hopefully  to  this  empire's  "open  doors." 

Religious  awakening  is  reported  at  Canton, 
South  China.  Last  year  in  this  mission  there 
were  303  accessions  to  the  four  churches,  the 
largest  number  in  its  history.  It  was  a  net 
gain  of  about  eighty  per  cent.  The  way  of 
the  Lord  is  revealed  there. 

The  Foochow  Missio?i  has  had  more  than 
600  accessions.  Of  these  some  250  were  in 
Foochow  city,  where  interest  has  deepened 
greatly  and  self-support  has  made  marvel- 
ous headway.  A  report  from  a  native  pastor 
at  Shao-v7u    station   is    most    extraordinary. 


He  gives  a  table  ;  on  this  table  are  the  names 
of  forty-four  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  in  ten 
different  counties  of  the  district,  with  the 
number  of  church  members  and  also  the 
number  of  "  learners "  in  each  place.  In 
twenty-one  of  these  places  there  are  church 
members,  the  total  number  being  467,  while 
in  all  the  forty-four  places  there  are  registered 
a  total  of  6,966  "learners."  On  his  recent 
visit  through  the  district  no  less  than  sixty 
persons  were  received  into  church  member- 
ship. In  forwarding  this  report  Mr.  Beard 
says :  "  I  wish  the  Master's  followers  in 
America  could  see  this  sheet,  and  realize 
what  is  to  be  the  meaning  of  7,000  persons 
willing  to  learn  the  gospel  truth,  while  there 
has  not  been  one  foreign  teacher  among 
them  for  nearly  two  years." 

The  railroad  in  North  China  helps  mis* 
sionary  work  in  that  touring  is  made  easier. 
"  You  would  have  enjoyed  seeing  yesterday's 
audience,  about  1,200  people.  It  is  inspir- 
ing when  one  stops  to  reflect  that  in  the 
midst  of  the  heathen  capital  there  can  be 
gathered  such  a  congregation  for  divine  wor- 
ship." This  is  from  Peking,  North  China. 
What  part  shall  we  have  in  the  stirring  scenes 
in  the  political  life  of  this  empire  ? 

Japan  has  also  been  in  the  line  of  spirit- 
ual advance.  From  all  parts  of  the  land 
come  reports  of  desire  to  hear  the  gospel. 
Maebashi  has  been  refreshed,  also  Sapporo, 
where  th~re  were  more  accessions  in  1899 
than  in  both  1897  and  1898.  Mr.  Allchin's 
lantern  lectures  have  been  remarkable.  In 
twenty-one  meetings,  there  was  an  attend- 
ance of  22,360.     The  people  listened  with 


rapt  attention  to  the  story  of  the  Good  Samar- 
itan, the  Prodigal  Son,  etc. 

The  Doshisha,  which  carried  the  heart  of 
Neesima  and  which  has  been  such  a  solici- 
tude to  us  the  past  three  years,  is  coming 
into  line  with  Christian  truth  again.  The 
old  trustees  have  resigned  and  new  ones  are 
elected.  The  old  constitution,  making  the 
institution  irrevocably  Christian,  has  been 
brought  back  to  its  honored  place.  There 
are  still  problems  in  this  rising  empire  of  the 
east,  but  the  truth  will  prevail. 

We  rejoice  in  these  glimpses  of  interest 
in  our  several  missions  with  the  more  than 
5,000  accessions. 

The  Churches  of  the  American  Board. 

With  the  large  number  of  accessions  re- 
ported above  it  is  not  strange  that  we  can 
also  report  an  added  number  of  churches. 
At  the  close  of  1898  we  reported  465  churches 
connected  with  our  missions,  with  a  member- 
ship of  47,023,  and  with  4,652  additions 
during  the  year.  At  the  close  of  1899  we 
report  492  churches,  with  a  membership  of 
49,782.  During  the  year  5,047  were  received 
on  confession  of  faith.  It  is  a  most  gratify- 
ing thought  to  us  that  there  is  such  growth, 
and  to  know  that  there  are  churches  of  Christ 
which  stand  for  all  that  is  best  and  truest  in 
our  religion.  The  year  has  been  a  happy 
one  in  this  particular.  Only  two  of  the 
missionary  boards  of  the  United  States  have 
as  many  churches  as  we,  and  only  two  as 
many  members.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
the  societies  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
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Christian  Education. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  American  Board 
to  keep  steadily  in  view  the  Christian  pur- 
poses of  its  educational  department.  It  will 
probably  be  affirmed  by  the  missionaries  of 
the  Board  that  the  educational  and  evange- 
listic departments  are  so  interlocked  and  in- 
terdependent that  it  would  be  hard  to  sepa- 
rate them  without  injury  to  both.  At  any 
rate,  this  is  the  desire  of  the  Board. 

Contrasting  the  last  year  with  the  previous 
year,  we  find  the  same  number  of  schools  — 
1,270,  but  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
pupils  from  56,641  to  60,780.  This  increase 
has  been  fairly  distributed  among  all  the 
several  missions. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  give  an  account,  or 
even  a  hint,  of  all  the  impressions  that  have 
come  from  the  Christian  schools  of  the 
Board.  It  will  be  significantly  illustrative  of 
all  if  we  touch  briefly  some  of  the  reports 
from  one  mission  —  the  Madura,  in  India. 


"  For  arousing  the  lethargic  intellects  of  the 
Hindus,  education  is  essential.  In  order  to 
create  a  leadership  among  the  Christians  it  is 
imperative.  .  .  .  One  hundred  and  sixty-four 
village  schools  were  maintained.  These  are  im- 
portant in  developing  the  village  congregations. 
.  .  .  Nine  station  boarding  schools  have  con- 
tinued their  good  work,  with  a  total  of  514  schol- 
ars on  the  roll.  A  process  of  selection  begins 
in  the  village  schools.  The  missionary  on  his 
tours  selects  the  brightest  and  best  Christian 
boys  and  girls  and  transfers  them  to  the  station 
boarding  school.  .  .  .  Every  effort  is  made  to 
throw  around  the  child  a  strong  spiritual  atmos- 
phere.    The   mission   has   a  carefully  prepared 

16 


course  in  Bible  study.  The  most  promising 
boys  are  allowed  to  go  to  Pasumalai  College, 
while  the  promising  girls  are  sent  up  to  the  Ma- 
dura Girls'  Training  School,  to  be  fitted  for  a 
larger  sphere  of  usefulness." 

The  average  number  of  pupils  on  the  rolls 
(of  the  Madura  Girls'  Training  School)  has 
been  256,  a  gain  of  thirty-seven  over  last  year. 
This  year,  for  the  first  time,  a  Hindu  girl  has 
entered  the  normal  class. 

The  Pasumalai  College  and  Training  Institute 
has  had  connected  with  its  different  departments 
a  total  of  372  pupils,  almost  all  of  them  Chris- 
tians, from  a  great  variety  of  castes. 

The  Theological  Seminary  is  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Dr.  Jones.  A  total  of  twenty- 
one  students  have  been  under  training  for  the 
ministry.     Dr.  Jones  writes  :  — 

"  It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  that  constant 
effort  and  thought  is  expended  to  render  this 
course  of  education  a  spiritual  as  well  as  an  intel- 
lectual stimulus  to  all  those  under  our  care.  Not 
a  few  of  the  students  have  evinced  increasing  spir- 
itual appreciation  and  alertness.  We  have  also 
conducted  six  itineracies,  embracing  forty-three 
encampments  and  including  an  aggregate  of  600 
days'  work.  During  these  days  we  addressed 
nearly  44,000  people,  and  distributed  thousands 
of  tracts,  gospels,  and  gospel  portions." 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  sixty  thousand 
pupils  of  every  age,  but  all  taught  in  the 
Word  of  God,  will  be  among  the  leaders  in 
the  future  of  the  Christian  church.  The 
prospect  for  future  defenders  of  the  faith  in 
these  nations  is  hopeful  in  the  extreme. 

Medical  Missions. 

The  importance  of  this  humane  ministry 
of  the  gospel  cannot  be  questioned.     "  China 
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was  opened  to  the  gospel  at  the  point  of  the 
surgeon's  lancet/'  contains  a  great  truth  for 
every  heathen  nation  where  superstition  and 
cruelty  reign  in  connection  with  every  pain 
and  sickness.  During  the  past  year  the 
American  Board  has  had  under  commission 
thirty-nine  medical  missionaries,  men  and 
women.  Their  hearts  and  their  hands  have 
been  all  engaged  in  their  work.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  more  than  two  hundred  thousand 
patients  come  under  the  treatment  of  the 
physician,  and  consequently  under  the  teach- 
ing of  the  gospel.  In  the  city  of  Madura, 
India,  two  medical  missionaries.  Dr.  Harriet 
E.  Parker  and  Dr.  Van  Allen,  had  as  a  total 
number  of  patients  last  year  ^6,2^-t,  and  Dr. 
Chester  at  Dindigul,  of  the  same  mission,  had 
a  total  of  23.S98  cases,  of  which  12.149  were 
entirely  new.  Some  of  the  medical  mission- 
aries in  Turkey  are  on  friendly  terms  with  the 
government. 

It  is  pleasant  to  report  that  Dr.  Massay  of 
Canada  has  gone  to  the  West  African  Mis- 
sion. The  retirement  of  Dr.  Bridgman  from 
the  Zulu  Mission  left  a  vacancv.  which  has 
been  filled  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  McCord. 
Mrs.  McCord  was  born  in  the  Zulu  land,  her 
father,  Rev.  William  Mellen.  having  been  a 
missionary  of  the  Board.  We  hope  soon  to 
send  a  medical  missionary  to  East  Africa.  Dr. 
Ussherof  Harpoot  has  gone  to  Van  to  relieve 
Dr.  Raynolds,  who  is  alone.  Dr.  Caroline 
Hamilton,  though  not  a  missionary,  yet  one 
with  us  in  all  our  work,  has  returned  to  her 
place  at  Aintab.  Dr.  Annie  Young  has  gone 
to  the  medical  work  in  Ceylon  as  an  asso- 
ciate with  Dr.  Curr  in  the  Woman's  Medical 
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Mission.  Here  are  trained  nurses  and  Bible 
women  for  work  among  the  villages.  These 
are  but  glimpses  of  the  medical  arm  of  the 
service  for  the  year.  It  is  a  real  source  of 
influence  among  the  natives. 

Self-Support, 

There  is  no  principle  more  fully  estab- 
lished than  that  of  self-support  in  missionary 
work.  The  hard  times,  severe  as  they  have 
been,  have  not  been  an  unmitigated  evil. 
They  have  enabled  the  missionary  to  place 
yet  larger  responsibility  upon  the  native  peo- 
ples in  a  more  imperative  way.  The  year 
has  been  notable  in  this  particular  in  the 
Foochow  Mission.  A  pamphlet  written  by 
Rev.  W.  L.  Beard  of  Foochow  city  is  en- 
titled "Self-Support  Attained."  He  refers 
to  the  station  which  he  represents.  Excel- 
lent reports  upon  self-support  have  come  to 
us  also  from  the  Madura  Mission,  the  Cey- 
lon Mission,  and  the  Zulu  Mission.  The 
Christians  of  Turkey  have  done  nobly  in 
their  gifts,  just  as  they  are  lifting  themselves 
out  from  their  distress  of  three  years  ago. 

The  aim  of  every  Foreign  Missionary  Board 
is  the  development  of  a  self-supporting,  self-gov- 
erning, self-propagating  church.  At  the  present 
time  the  financial  problem  gives  more  anxiety 
than  any  other  connected  with  foreign  missions. 
The  falling  off  of  gifts  at  home  and  the  conse- 
quent reductions  in  appropriations  for  the  work 
are  God's  voice  calling  to  the  churches  on  the 
foreign  field  to  assume  self-support.  Every 
church  which  meets  its  own  expenses  thus  an- 
swers  God's   call.      And    every   church   which 


meets  its  own  expenses  is  in  a  truer  sense 
God's  answer  to  the  prayer  of  the  church  at 
home  for  more  money  to  send  abroad  than 
would  be  a  greater  contribution  from  the  Chris- 
tian land. 


The  native  contributions  last  year  ex- 
ceeded any  previous  year  in  the  history  of 
the  Board,  amounting  to  $135,987.  There 
is  hardly  a  missionary  board  in  Great  Britain 
or  America  that  can  equal  this  report.  We 
thank  God  for  it. 


Some  of  the  Shadows. 

We  have  suffered  loss  in  the  death  of  Rev. 
Charles  M.  Hyde,  the  founder  of  the  North 
Pacific  Institute  of  Honolulu  for  the  training 
of  native  preachers.  That  choice  spirit  in 
our  Marathi  Mission,  the  Rev.  Charles  Hard- 
ing, has  gone  on  to  his  rest.  Trusted  and 
beloved,  he  will  be  missed.  Far-off  Micro- 
nesia will  long  for  the  coming  back  of  Mrs. 
Robert  Logan,  but  on  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber death  claimed  her.  Her  life  has  been  a 
noble  one.  The  sad  message  comes  from 
China  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Aiken,  leaving  a 
husband  and  three  little  ones.  It  was  a  sud- 
den blow  to  the  station  at  Sivas,  Turkey, 
when  Rev.  A.  W.  Hubbard  went  to  his  home 
beyond.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Thompson,  of 
the  Shansi  Mission,  left  a  vacancy  in  the  mis- 
sion and  home  which  will  be  hard  to  fill. 
That  brave  young  woman  who  had  faced  the 
massacre  and  mob,  who  had  been  at  home 
for  rest  and  was  just  ready  to  return  again, 
was  quickly  ushered  into  the  "  homeland," 


and  the  Eastern  Turkey  Mission  will  sadly 
miss  Miss  Kate  B.  Frazer. 

Forever  and  forever, 

Are  clad  in  robes  of  white. 


Change  in  the  Pacific  Islands. 

The  German  government  has  taken  pos- 
session of  the  Caroline  Islands  through  pur- 
chase from  Spain.  This  is  favorable  to  the 
islands  and  the  mission  there.  It  has  been 
our  privilege  Lo  furnish  the  State  department 
in  Germany  many  facts  concerning  the  is- 
lands, the  people,  and  our  work.  The  Ger- 
man government  has  pledged  itself  to  reli- 
gious toleration  and  its  moral  support  to  our 
missions.  We  are  at  Hberty  to  return  to  Po- 
nape,  from  which  we  were  driven  by  Spanish 
misrule  and  intrigue,  Plans  are  being  made 
to  open  stations  at  Guam  and  Yap.  The 
latter  island  is  at  the  extreme  western  end  of 
the  Caroline  group.  These  islands  will  be 
centers  of  influence  for  the  other  islands 
of  the  Pacific. 

We  have  met  a  loss  in  the  wreck  of  the 
vessel  Robert  Logan  of  the  Micronesian 
Navy.  The  Hiram  Bingham  has  been  to 
San  Francisco  for  repairs,  but  has  returned. 
The  Morning  Star  is  now  on  its  voyage  to 
the  islands.  In  the  fifty  churches  of  Micro- 
nesia are  some  over  5,000  members  and  138 
native  helpers. 

Christian  Press. 

It  is  no  small  part  of  mission  work  that  is 
done  by  the  printing  press.     The  publication 


work  is  quite  extensive.  It  is  limited  only 
by  the  means  for  its  prosecution.  In  many 
of  the  missions  there  are  Christian  news- 
papers doing  a  generous  part  in  shaping 
thought  and  sharing  in  the  spiritual  work  of 
the  mission.  The  "  Dnyanodaya,"  an  Anglo- 
Marathi  paper  of  eight  royal  quarto  pages, 
has  just  completed  its  fifty-seventh  year. 
The  editor,  Rev.  J.  E.  Abbott,  says :  — 

There  is  little  to  be  said  about  a  newspaper. 
Whatever  its  influence  may  be.  it  is  of  a  silent 
kind,  and  yet  there  are  reasons  to  suppose  that 
the  "Dnyanodaya"  has  had  its  share  in  the 
spiritual  work  of  the  year.  The  number  of  na- 
tive libraries  that  ask  to  have  it  on  their  tables 
is  constantly  increasing.  The  number  of  such 
on  the  list  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  112.  The 
"Dnyanodaya"  is  frequently  quoted  by  the 
vernacular  press,  showing  that  of  the  fifty  edi- 
tors to  whom  it  is  sent,  many  read  it  and  are 
influenced  by  it. 

In  the  same  Marathi  Mission,  the  u  Bal- 
dodh  Mewa,"  a  monthly  paper  of  sixteen 
pages,  is  published  for  the  young  people. 
Another  little  sheet  in  which  the  mission  is 
interested  is  the  "  Balshikshak,"  for  the  help 
of  Sunday-school  teachers.  The  Columbian 
Press  at  Satara,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Bruce, 
publishes  a  large  number  of  tracts  and  cards. 
Since  January,  1890,  the  aggregate  number 
of  pages  issued  is  5,569,218,  mostly  evange- 
listic matter. 

"  As  an  important  auxiliary  to  our  work, 
it  is  hardly  possible  to  overestimate  the 
value  of  the  printing  press,"  says  Dr.  Jones, 
of   the    Madura    Mission.     In    this    mission, 


about  500,000  pages  of  English  and  Tamil 
have  been  produced  during  the  year.  Two 
mission  papers  are  published,  the  "  True 
News"  and  the  " Joyful  News."  The  press 
is  an  agent  for  good  in  China  and  Japan. 
The  missionaries  gladly  use  this  agency  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  gospel.  It  is  very 
unfortunate  that  for  lack  of  funds,  important 
publications  in  connection  with  the  Turkish 
missions  are  suspended.  We  hope  this  is 
but  for  a  season.  The  story  of  the  publica- 
tion department  at  Constantinople  reveals  its 
great  power  and  influence.  It  covers  Bible 
work,  Christian  literature  in  varied  forms, 
and  the  Christian  paper. 


Final  Words. 

The  American  Board  represents  a  great 
business  for  the  sake  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  We  have  given  glimpses  of  its  varied 
work,  its  hopes  and  fears,  its  successes  and 
opportunities.  Still  there  are  chapels  and 
churches  to  be  built,  homes  and  school- 
houses  ■  rents  and  insurance  and  repairs  are 
to  be  cared  for  •  hospitals  and  dispensaries 
will  be  called  for,  and  the  asylums  for  the 
orphans  bereft  of  parents,  for  the  testimony 
to  the  Son  of  God.  We  must  trust  and  sup- 
port the  missionaries.  We  must  delight  in 
church  and  school.  We  must  rejoice  in  the 
native  preacher  and  helper.  The  whole 
plant  is  of  the  Lord,  as  we  humbly  believe, 
and  hence  it  is  of  interest  to  his  people  of 
every  name.  We  close  our  story  with  these 
words  from  the  pen  of  Secretary  Barton  :  — 
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If  we  could  only  get  so  near  to  the  side  of 
our  Commander  that  we  coul-d  catch  the  gleam 
of  his  eye  as  he  looks  forth  upon  a  world  not 
yet  in  receipt  of  the  salvation  which  he  came  to 
bring  to  it  nineteen  hundred  years  ago ;  if  we 
could  feel  the  throb  of  that  heart  which  beats  in 
human  and  divine  sympathy  for  the  multitudes 
who  are  wandering  in  the  deserts  as  sheep  that 
have  no  shepherd ;  and  if  we  could  catch  the 
tender  tones  of  that  voice  which  speaks  with  lov- 
ing yet  irresistible  authority,  "Go,  preach  my 
gospel  to  every  creature,"  would  we  count  as 
anything  our  possessions,  our  comfort,  or  even 
our  lives  ? 


"Will  you  not  help  in  the  circulation  of 
these  and  other  documents  among  the  peo- 
ple of  our  churches? 

"  A  Message  to  the  Lord's  People." 
"Notes  from  the  Field  Workers." 
"Variety  and  Breadth  of  the  Work." 
"  Testimonies  to  Missions." 
"The  Forward  Movement." 
"  Ceylon  a  Key  to  India."     (Price  10  cents.) 
"  Some  Phases  of  Mission  Policy."    , 
"A  New  Message  to  the  Lord's  People." 
"  The   Free  Church  in  the  Land  of  John 
Huss." 

Please  send  to  Charles  E.  Swett,  14  Bea- 
con Street,  Congregational  House,  Boston, 
Mass. 


24 


